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ABSTRACT
The focus of the study was the disproportionate

number of African American children in the foster care

system. This study was conducted using the positivist
paradigm. Because this is a positivist study the data

gathered will be quantitative. The hypothesis stated that

drug and alcohol use, and differential sentencing of

incarcerated parents have lead to African American
children being removed from their families more often
than others. These factors also reduced the likelihood of
these children returning to their families, thus keeping

them in the foster care system longer than any other
group of children.
The study contributes to social work practice

knowledge on a macro and micro level. With the
information learned from this study organizations can

revise current policies to accommodate more appropriate
prevention and intervention methods when working with
minority families. On a micro level the information
gathered may lead to one less child being removed from

the home because the social worker servicing their case
has taken into consideration the cultural aspects of the

situation of the child and the family and is offering
services accordingly.
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CHAPTER ONE

ASSESSMENT

Introduction
Chapter one identifies the research question and the

paradigm used for the research. The rationale for the
chosen paradigm is explained. The literature on the

research topic is introduced as well as the theoretical

orientation, while the contribution to social work
practice knowledge is also discussed.
Research Focus and Question

The research question for this research project was

"what are some of the contributing factors to the over
representation of African American children in the foster

care system?" Available literature on the topic states
there is an over representation of minority children in
the foster care system with the highest percentage being

African American. This simply means that African American

children are represented at a higher rate in the foster

care system than they are represented in the general
population. According to Sue Jewell (2003) African

American children comprised 42 percent of all children in

1

foster care, yet they make up only 17 percent if children

in the country.

In an attempt to identify and understand the factors
contributing to the disproportionate numbers of African

American children in the foster care system case files
from the San Bernardino County Department of Children's
Services were examined. One geographical area was chosen
for the sample, the 92404 zip code. This population was

selected because this zip code closely represents the
ethnic composition of both the city and county of San
Bernardino. There was an attempt to identify the reasons
for removal, if either parent or caregiver had any

substance abuse issues, if a parent or caregiver was
incarcerated at the time or during the time that the

child1 or children were removed, where the children were
placed once removed, what services were offered to the
parents or caregivers, and the length of time each minor
spent in foster care.

Paradigm and Rationale for Chosen Paradigm
The positivist paradigm was used to conduct the

research presented in this study. This is a paradigm that

assumes an objective reality governed by laws and
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mechanisms that can be identified, that reality is
separate from the observer, and that scientific

observation requires objective methodologies that

manipulate reality (Morris, 2006).
The positivist paradigm was the appropriate paradigm

for the research question presented because this is a

correlation study. The contributing factors are believed
to correlate with the over representation of African

American children in the foster care system. The
positivist paradigm also asks what causes something. The
positivist paradigm gathers quantitative data. The study

gathered quantitative data from case files from the San
Bernardino County, Department of Children's Services. The
researcher was separate from the sample group and

remained objective in the data gathering process and

throughout the research process.

Literature Review
The literature identified several contributing

factors for the over representation of African American
children in the foster care system: poverty, ethnic
insensitivity and a lack of appropriate service delivery,

drug and alcohol use, and length of incarceration for
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incarcerated parents. Each of these factors, in
combination with each other or individually, has lead to
the removal of children and has affected the length of

stay in foster care. Each of these factors were examined
and discussed in the following paragraphs.

It has been said that poverty is one of the reasons

for the removal of minority children. It has been

suggested in most of the literature reviewed that poverty
plays a role in the lack of reunification of minority

children with their biological parents.
The poorer the family, no matter the race, the

greater the likelihood of involvement in social welfare
system. Involvement in the child welfare system is
connected to poverty (Pyter, 2008).

Amongst African American families there is a higher

rate of poverty. This can be a leading factor in the
higher rate of African American children being in foster
care, and having to remain longer. Families living on
poverty are less likely to have the means to get the help

necessary to assist them with changing the conditions in
which are living (McDonald 2009) .
Cottman (2006) reported on a study conducted by
Texas Health and Human Services. The study found that
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among families investigated for child maltreatment,
poverty is a strong predictor of whether a child is
removed from the home. More than 60 percent of the child

removals in Texas involved families with annual incomes

of about $10,000 or less. This is a factor in the
disproportionality because poverty rates are higher among

African Americans families than other groups.
The study also stated that African American families
are less likely than Caucasian families to receive in

home family services to help prevent child removal in

three areas of the state of Texas. The findings in this

study mirror national statistics (Cottman, 2006).

"There are no children of affluent in foster care.
There are very, very few children from middle class
families in foster care... Over 98 percent of the

children in foster care are children from poor families"
(Cottman, 2006, p. 401).
Jewell stated,
The 1996 Welfare Reform Act, in conjunction with

policies that are inherent in institutionalized
racism, has created an increased number of working
poor families... It is also the case that African
American children are twice as likely to be
5

separated from their parents and to remain in the
custody of the state than their white counterparts.
The reason that such a inordinate number of African

American children are in foster care, under the

■supervision on the state, .is primarily because a

disproportionate number of African American families
are poor.

(2003, p. 224-225)

The literature goes further to argue that poverty rather

than children's parents, creates the situations that
I

caseworkers associate with child neglect, which is the
most common form of child maltreatment that results in

children being separated from their parents and placed in
foster care (Jewell, 2003).

Ethnicity and Service Delivery

According to Harris and Hackett (2007),
disproportionality in outcomes based on race or ethnicity
has been observed in child welfare for more than thirty

years. The current literature confirms that this persists

as a problem nationally and in a range of local
jurisdictions and states. A social worker's personal

beliefs and perceptions of lifestyles, traditions,
beliefs, and practices of individuals from other ethnic
and cultural groups can determine or influence how the
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social worker works with these individuals and families.

A lack of culturally specific remedial services (family

preservation, mental health, substance abuse) or

differences in perceptions regarding the value of these
services to support the preservation of families of color

could play a role in differences .between in home
placement verses out of home services, and in the filing
of dependencies (Harris & Hackett, 2007). The findings of
this study suggested that a social worker's perspective

on specific cultural issues influenced their decision to
remove children from the home and work with the family to

resolve their issues while the children were out of the
home verses providing specific services to minority

families and working to resolve issues before the

children have1 to be removed.
A grand jury in Contra Costa County found that a

disproportionate number of minority children remained in
the foster care system longer than Caucasian children.
The jury charged that social workers are guilty of

"ethnic insensitivity" in the handling of 1,300 minority
youngsters in foster care (Hasllissy, 1995).

About 2,000 children are in long term foster care in
Contra Costa County, according to Assistant Welfare
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Director Danna Fabella (Hasllissy, 1995). After reviewing

confidential case files, the grand jury found Caucasian

children's cases were consistently more detailed and
better oriented towards family reunification, adoption,

or guardianship than cases of minority children.

Records viewed did not exhibit reasonable and
consistent efforts on the part of the social workers
to research and document in detail the background of
the minority child...This causes a considerable

delay in processing minority children through the

system. This was an obvious contrast to the
consistent and detailed efforts exercised on behalf

(Hallissy, 1995)

of nonminority children.

Social-science literature is filled with studies and

theoretical formulations that define African American

parents and the socialization of their children as
inappropriate, inadequate, and pathological. These
conclusions are based on differences in parenting and
disciplinary styles of African American parents compared

to white middle-class parents, who are believed to

represent the ideal model for parenting children in
America. These racial stereotypes of African American

families along with their impoverished status clearly
8

affect the decisions of child welfare systems to remove

African American children is such disproportionate

numbers and place them in the foster care system (Jewell,
2003).
Drug and Alcohol Use

Another major contributor to minority children being
over represented in the foster care system is drug and

alcohol use by their parents or caregivers. Twenty five
percent and as many as 80 percent of children in foster

care have a least one parent with a substance abuse issue
(Green, Rockhill, & Furrer, 2006). Many of these children
have been removed due to neglect that largely stems from

their parent's substance abuse. Studies have shown that
minority women are more likely to be tested for
substances at the time of giving birth than Caucasian

women, leading to a higher incidence of being reported to
CPS (McRoy, 2005).

Drug treatment for substance dependent parents has

traditionally been designed to be short while, in
reality, recovering from substance abuse is a life long

process. Even after a parent has completed a treatment

program they need safe, affordable, sober housing. They
also need time to enhance parenting capabilities, job
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skills, and employment. All of these things are needed

for children to reunify with their parents. If these

things are lacking then children are more likely to

remain in foster care.
Length of Incarceration
Length of incarceration is also a factor for African

American children being over represented in the foster

care system. The rate of incarcerated women has increased
by 110 percent in the last 15 years and as many as 80

percent of incarcerated women are the primary caregivers
of children prior to their arrest (Hayward & DePanfilis,

2007) .

Despite roughly equal rates of substance consumption
between African Americans and Caucasians, African
Americans are imprisoned for drug offenses at fourteen
times the rate of Caucasians. Racial differences in

sentencing patterns can impact the length of time parents
are separated from their children. This affects the
likelihood of family reunification (McRoy, 2005).

African Americans are likely to serve more prison
time for the same offenses than Caucasians. The number of

reunification services to incarcerated parents is

limited, which make reunification more difficult in these
10

cases. Visitation is often limited or not offered at all
due to the distances to where the parents are being

imprisoned. 62 percent of parents in state prison and 84

percent of parents in federal prison are over 100 miles
away from their homes (McRoy, 2005). Because it has been
strongly implicated in the past that visitation is
critical in the reunification process, these families are

given little to no chance at being successful in the
reunification process. Often parents who have extended

sentences are not offered services at all due to the
length of their sentence.
Theoretical Orientation

The theoretical orientation utilized during this

study was behavioral theory. Instead of focusing on

internal motivations, needs, and perceptions, this theory

focuses on specific behaviors that can be observed.
Behavioral theory states that people learn or acquire

their behaviors (Zastrow & Kirst-Ashman, 2007). This

theory focuses on the basic relationship between the
stimulus and response, investigating situations that

cause responses to occur most predictably.
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In part this research was conducted to see if

behaviors among African Americans were significantly
different from other groups and to see if these behaviors
lead to removal of African American children at a higher
rate than any other group of children.

If the research presented found that there were

significant differences in behavior between the groups
then the next step to addressing the issue of

disproportion would be to change the negative behaviors
and characteristics that were significantly different in

an effort to decrease the overwhelming number of African

American children in foster care.
Potential Contribution of Study
to Social Work Practice
The potential contribution to social work practice

knowledge is great in the case of the research presented.
The over representation of minority children in the

foster care system is a nationwide problem. African

American children make up at least two-thirds of the

children in foster care. In 2000, African American
children comprised 42 percent of all of the children in

foster care, yet they make up on 17 percent of the
children in the country (Jewell, 2003) .
12

Once contributing factors have been identified they
can be addressed before circumstances have reached the

point where children have to be removed from their
families. When thinking about the issue from a macro

prospective hopefully the number of children removed from

their families would decrease nationally. This offers a
preventative or proactive approach instead of a reactive

approach when working with children and families.
Preventative measures would be less traumatic to children
and their families and it promotes social justice for

families as well as the children that the child welfare
system is designed to protect.

When thinking about the issue from a micro stand

point the research can provide insight for practitioners
when working with minority families. The knowledge gained

may identify what is lacking and what seems to work
better for particular groups of people.
Summary

In this chapter the research question was stated and
the paradigm and rationale for the chosen paradigm was
also introduced. The literature review provided

information and knowledge about the topic, the
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theoretical orientation was discussed and reasons why the

current research will make a contribution to social work
practice knowledge were offered.
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CHAPTER TWO
ENGAGEMENT
Introduction

In chapter two the plan for engagement is
introduced. The researcher discusses what was done for
self preparation, diversity issues, ethical issues, and
political issues as well.

Engagement Strategies for each Stage of Study
At the time that the research was conducted the
researcher worked for the Department of Children's

Services and was able to gain the support of several

supervisors and a manager within the department.
Attending meetings, networking with coworkers and

initiating conversations with management were helpful

with gaining the support of the agency. The researcher
made it a point to have open dialogs with management and
workers at the agency. This allowed management to give
their input regarding what information they would hope to

gain from the study and it also kept key people within

the agency informed and aware of each of the stages of
the research process.

15

There were specialized units within the department

that were taking measures to try to address the issue of
the disproportion of minority children within the foster

care system. Access to the files needed to collect data
was provided in anticipation that findings will assist
the Department of Children's Services in more efficiently

addressing the issue of the disproportion of African

American child in foster care.

Self Preparation
Statistics and literature from the Department of
Children's Services regarding the services that they
provide for their clients were gathered and reviewed.

This was beneficial to see what types of children are
more likely to be removed from their families and taken
into custody by the Department of Children's Services.

Interviews will be conducted with social workers that

work for the department to gain a perspective of how they
view the issue of the disproportion of African American

children in the foster care system. The researcher wanted
to speak with the social workers because the data that
was collected has been accessed and recorded by these
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social workers. It was important to know how they view
the clients that they serve.

There was also research that had been conducted

within the Department of Children's addressing similar
issues that was examined in this study. There was some
rich data that has been collected during the study and

was the basis for several new programs that the

department has implemented. The researcher became

familiar with these studies, the outcomes, and the
programs that have been put in place as a result of the
previous research.

Further insight into the topic was gained by
completing a literature review. The literature was

helpful in forming a foundation for an understanding of
the topic of the study.

Diversity Issues
The diversity issues that were dealt with during the

research process were the differences of opinions and
perceptions between the researcher and the social workers
who were the actual case managers for each of the cases

that will be reviewed during the research process.

Because the researcher had some experience in case
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management and worked for the department the likelihood
of the researcher knowing the case manager was high. Not

allowing personal relationships with the case managers,
differences in opinions and perceptions in other areas to
influence the researcher's data gathering would be key in

gathering good and accurate data.
Ethical Issues

The ethical issues faced were what to do with the

information once contributing factors have been
identified. The families of the African American children
are not going to be in a better position of regaining

custody of their children simply because the research had
been performed. If the hypothesis is proven it would mean
that there are children and families involved in the

foster care system that did not receive fair and adequate

services at some point during their process with having
their children removed from their care or trying to
regain custody of their children.

Another ethical issue was that clients may not have
been aware that their case information was being used to

conduct the study. If the clients were unaware of the
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study being conducted they are unable to provide consent

or to refuse the use of their information.

Political Issues
The study was conducted on site at the Department of

Children's Services. This was allowed because the

research topic was very popular at the time the study was
taking place. If this issue was not such an area of
interest at the time that the research was taking place
the process may not have been encouraged and the study

would not have been supported by staff members throughout
the department.

There was also the issue of who will be made aware

of the results of the research. Research findings of this

sort are usually made public in scholarly journals or
presented at meetings of agencies. Most of the clients
that the Department of Children's Services serves do not

read these journals and are not present in meetings where
this type of information is presented and shared. Many

clients are not even aware that minority children are
over represented in the foster care system. If the cause
of the disproportion was made known clients would

possibly benefit in the end by receiving more appropriate
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services. If the department and their workers are able to
address the contributing factors head on and in turn

offer better service to the clients, fewer children would

have to be removed from their families, leading to a
decrease in minority children in the foster care system.
Summary
Chapter two discussed the engagement strategies,

self preparation, diversity, ethical issues, and
political issues that were apart of the research process.
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CHAPTER THREE
IMPLEMENTATION

Introduction
In chapter three five areas of the research process
are examined. The researcher identifies the research

site., participants, are and how the participants were
selected. Data gathering, the phases of data collection,
and the data recording are also explained.

Research Site and Study Participants
The research site was the office of the Department

of Children's Services in the City of San Bernardino.

This office is assigned to serve what they have labeled
"the Central City" Region. This region services the city
of San Bernardino, which is an ethnically mixed area. The
racial demographics of this area are reflective of the
racial demographics of both the County of San Bernardino
and the City of San Bernardino.

According to Family to Family fact sheet, a
publication authored by the Department of Children's
Services in 2006, the population of Caucasians in San

Bernardino County for the years of 2005 and 2006 were
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about 33 percent, 18 percent in the City of San
Bernardino, and 25 percent in the 92404 zip code within

the City of San Bernardino. The break down for Hispanics
was about 49 percent in the county, 57 percent in the
city, and 48 percent in the 92404 zip. African Americans

were about 10 percent of the population in the county, 18

percent of the population in the city, and 20 percent of
the population in the 92404 zip code. Asians and Pacific

Islanders were about 4 percent of the population for the
county, 4 percent of the population in the city, and 2

percent of the population in the 92404 zip code. Native
Americans were also reported to be about .50 percent of

the county,

.58 percent of the city, and .61 percent of

the 92404 zip code area. The remaining racial groups were

identified as other and they represented 3.60 percent of
the county, 3.25 percent of the city, and 3.55 percent of

the population that reside in the 92404 zip code (Family

to Family fact sheet, 2006).
The department took measures to decrease the

disproportion of minority children in the foster care
system by choosing this area of the city to pilot new
measures that would address that issue. This zip code was

chosen because the population of this area reflected the
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population of the city and the county. The department
assigned a unit to specifically serve this area

exclusively. This allowed the social workers to become

very familiar with this area of the city and build
partnerships with the community agencies and

organizations that would be about to provide resources to
the specific needs of this geographic area.

Due to the Department of Children's Services

piloting a program in this zip code data was being

gathered and analyzed for program outcome for the pilot

programs.
The researcher was provided with a list of all of
the children who were removed from their parents or

caregivers who resided in the 92404 zip code during the
year 2005. The researcher was able to examine case files
coming from this unit made available by the department.

Selection of Participants
All cases of the children who were removed from
their parents or caretakers during 2005 and who live in

the 92404 zip code were included in the sample. This
generated a sample of 137 children who were removed from

their parents or caregivers and placed in the care and
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custody of the Department of Children's Services. This

sample consisted of 63 African Americans (47.0%), 34
Caucasians (24.4%), 36 Hispanics (26.9%), and 1
participant identified as other (.7%). Due to there being

only one participant that was not identified as either

African American, Caucasian, or Hispanic, the researcher
chose to keep the focus on the three groups that were
identified (Table 1).

Table 1. Race/Ethnicity of Sample

Number

Percentage

African Americans

63

47.0%

Caucasian

34

24.4%

Hispanics

36

26.9%

Other

1

0.7%

Total

134

97.8%

Sample Groups

Missing data accounted for the other 3 participants at 2.2%.

The sample consisted of more female children with 80

females (58.4%) and 53 males (38.7%)(Table 2).
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Table 2. Gender of Sample
Number

Percentage

Male

53

38.7%

Female

80

58.4%

133

97.1%

Gender

Total

Missing data accounted for the other 4 participants at 2.9%.

Data Gathering
This was a secondary data set. The method of data
gathering that the researcher used was the collecting of

statistical information from case files provided by the

Department of Children's Services 92404 unit. The case
files were examined, seeking specific information on
what, if any, factors were different or unique to one

racial or ethnic group verses another that lead to one
group being over represented. Were there differences
among the racial groups that led to the removal of the
child from the home?

The process was guided by using a prepared list of
questions. This list of questions is provided in Appendix

A of this report.
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Each of the case files was examined to locate the
answers to the prepared questions formulated before that
data gathering process was to begin.

Phases of Data Collection
During the initial phase the researcher developed a
data extraction sheet (see Appendix). This allowed the

researcher to gather the information in a consistent and

uniform way. The researcher developed the data extraction
sheet with the SPSS computer program in mind. The answers

on the extraction tool were coded to make transposing the
information into SPSS for analysis an easier task. It

included items such as the allegations made at the time
of removal, were there drug allegations made against the

parents or caregivers, were either parent incarcerated at
the time of or during the removal of their children, and

what types of serves, if any were offered to families to

regain custody of their children.
The next phase involved utilizing the computer

system that the department uses for case management and
record keeping for their clients. The researcher reviewed
court reports, case notes, and other forms kept on
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electronic file to extract the desired information on the
data extraction sheet.

After all of the questions on the data extraction
sheet were answered the last phase involved taking the
written information gathered and entering it into the

computer program SPSS so that the data analysis process
could begin. Each answer was given a numeric value, or

coded, and the numbers were entered into the SPSS
program.
Data Recording
Once the sample spread sheet was received it became

possible to gather some of the answers for the questions
on the data extraction sheet directly off the spread
sheet., Things such as the case numbers, minor's race,
gender, number of days in foster care, and where the

children ended up were all stated on the spread sheet.

There 'were many of the minors who were currently in
placements in open cases. To deal with this issue and
have an actual number of days in foster care for each

minor in the sample the date the information was provided
to the researcher (June 10, 2008) was used as an end date
for the cases of these minors.
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Next each case was opened by the case number
provided and was examined for the desired information.

This phase of collecting data was more time consuming

because it required the reading much of the cases and
extracting the answers to the questions that were on the

data extraction sheet. Documents that were reviewed were
court reports, case plans, and the social workers case

notes. The information that was trying to be obtained was
information such as if there were allegations of
substance abuse against the parents or caregivers, if the

parents or caregivers have a history of substance abuse,
and if parents or caregivers were arrested or

incarcerated at the time of removal of the children or

during the time of the case.

Once data was gathered it was transported into the

computer program for testing purposes. There were several
types of test conducted using the SPSS computer program.
The researcher was able to run crosstabs, chi squares,

and ANOVA tests in an effort to analysis and understand
the data collected.
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Summary

In this chapter the researcher's research site and

study participants were discussed along with the
selection of the participants, the data gathering
process, phases of data collection, and what was done

during the data recording process.
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CHAPTER FOUR
EVALUATION
Introduction

In chapter four an analysis of the data is
presented. The researcher explains and interprets the
data. The chapter ends with a discussion of the

implications of the findings for the field of social work

on both a macro and micro level and implications for
further research in the area of disproportion in foster

care.
Data Analysis
Univariate Analysis
There were several categories of abuse that the

researcher evaluated: general neglect, caretaker

incapacity/caretaker absence, physical, sexual, and
emotional abuse.
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Table 3. Categories of Allegations of Abuse

Number

Percentage

33

28.2%

Sexual abuse

1

0.9%

Emotional Abuse

7

6.0%

88

75.2%

101

86.3%

Allegation
Physical abuse

Caretaker absence
Neglect

Table 3 shows of the 137 children in the sample 33

(28.2%) were alleged victims of physical abuse, there was
one (0.9%) alleged victim of sexual abuse, and seven

(6.0%) alleged victims of emotional abuse. The data
gathered showed that the majority of the. children being
removed were due to allegations of general neglect at 101

(86.3%)children and caretaker incapacity/caretaker
absence at 88 (75.2%).
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60.00%
50.00%

0 Population in the City

40.00%
30.00%
20.00%
10.00%
0.00%

□ Popultion in 92404

African
Americans

Hispanics

Caucasians

Other

0 Children in 92404 removed in
2005

Figure 1. Comparison of Study Data with Data on Ethnic

Composition of Zip Code 92404

An analysis of the data (shown in Figure 1) did show

that there was an over representation of African American
children in the sample. While African Americans are 20.17
percent of the population in the 92404 zip code the
African American children represented 47.0 percent of the

children that were removed and placed in foster care
during the year 2005. The number of Caucasians children

removed (25.4%) during that same year was more closely
reflected to Caucasians within the population (25.01%) in
the 92404 zip code, while Hispanic children removed

(26.9%) during 2005 were under represented by just over

half of their total population (48.29%).
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Bivariate Analysis

Table 4. Cross Tabulation of Ethnicity with

Incarceration, Substance Abuse, Number of Days in
Placement, and Final Disposition of Case
African American
Num(%)

Hispanic
Num(%)

Caucasian
Num(%)

Incarceration

10(18.5%)

13(37.1%)

13(48.1%)

Substance Abuse

14 (25.0%)

24(70.5%)

22(78.5%)

391.59

508.69

431.38

37(64.9%)

21(58.3%)

26(76.5%)

7(12.3%)

5(13.9%)

3(8.8%)

2 (3.5%)

3(8.3%)

0 (0%)

11(19.3%)

7(19.4%)

5(14.7%)

Number of Days

Mean
Final Disposition
*Returned

Adoption

Guardianship
**LTFC

*Returned to parents or caregiver
**Long-term foster care

A crosstab analysis of the data for incarceration

and substance abuse by the parents or caregivers was
done. Results from this test stated there were 10 (18.5%)

African American children who had a parent incarcerated

at the time of or during their removal from their home
while 13 (37.1%) of Hispanic children and 13 (48.1%) of
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Caucasian children had a parent incarcerated at the time

or during the removal of the child from the home.
The means for the number of days in foster care were
also examined. The mean for days in out of home placement
for African American children was 391.59. This mean was
the lowest for the three groups with Caucasian children

having a mean of 431.38 and Hispanic children having the

highest mean at 508.69.
The data showed that most of the children were

returned to their parents or caregivers with 37 (64.9%)

African American children, 21 (58.3%) of Hispanic
children, and 26 (76.5%) of Caucasian children returning

home. 7 (12.3%) African American children were adopted,
2 (3.5%) were placed in guardianships, and 11 (19.3%) of

African American children remained in long-term foster
care. 5 (13.9%) of Hispanic children were adopted,
3 (8.3%) were placed in guardianships and 7 (19.4%)

remained in long-term foster care. There were 3 (8.8%)
Caucasian children that were adopted, 0 (0%) went into

guardianship, and 5 (14.7%) remained in long-term foster
care.
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Table 5. One-Way Analysis of Variance of Incarceration
and Ethnicity

Incarceration

df

SS

MS

F

P

Between Groups

2

1.767

.884

4.330

.015

Within Groups

113

23.060

.204

Total

115

24.828

A one-way analysis of variance test (ANOVA) was used

to see if there was significance between the ethnic
groups. The results of the ANOVA test show that there was
a statistical significant difference in the rates of
incarceration between the ethnic groups,
F (2,113) = 4.33, p = .015 (Table 5).

Table 6. One-Way Analysis of Variance of Substance Abuse

Allegation and Ethnicity

Substance Abuse

df

SS

MS

F

P

Between Groups

2

7.218

3.609

18.635

.000

Within Groups

115

22.273

. 194

Total

117

29.492

The same test was conducted when testing the

correlation between substance abuse and the ethnic
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groups. The results of the ANOVA shows there was
statistical significant difference in the rates of
substance abuse allegations based on the ethnicity and

the rate of removal, F (2,115) = 18.635, p = .000

(Table 6).

There were two bivariate test conducted to test if
ethnicity affected outcomes. In this case outcome is
defined by the length of stay or number of days in foster

care and the final disposition of the children that had
been removed and placed into foster care.

Table 7. Cross Tabulation of Ethnicity and Number of Days

in Placement

Number of
children

Ethnicity

Mean of days
in placement

African American

57

391.5965

Caucasian

34

431.3824

Hispanic

36

508.6944

127

435.4409

Total

36

Table 8. One Way Analysis of Variance of Relationships

between Ethnicity and Number of Days in Placement
Ethnicity

df

SS

MS

F

P

Between Groups

60

78.105

1.302

7.522

.000

Within Groups

66

11.422

.173

126

89.528

Total

A bivariate analysis of ethnicity and number of days
in placement was conducted to see if there was a
correlation between ethnicity and the length of stay in

placement. African American children actually had the

lowest mean for number of days in foster care at a mean
of 391.5965. Hispanic children had a mean of 508.6944 and

Caucasian children had a mean 431.3824 (Table 7). The
ANOVA conducted showed that ethnicity did have

statistical significance for the number of days in foster
care, F (60, 66) = 7.522, p = .000 (Table 8).
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Table 9. Cross Tabulation of Ethnicity and Final
Disposition (Outcome)

Ethnicity

Returned Adoption Guardianship

LTFC

African American

Count
*Percent

37

7

2

11

64.9%

12.3%

3.5%

19.3

21

5

3

7

58.3%

13.9%

8.3%

26

3

0

76.5%

8.8%

0.0%

84

15

5

23

66.1%

11.8%

3.9%

18.1

Hispanic

Count
*Percent

19.4

Caucasian

Count
^Percent

5

14.7

Total

Count
**Percent

*Percent within ethnicity
** Percent of the total sample
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Table 10. Chi-Square Test of Relationship between
Ethnicity and Final Disposition

Value

df

Asymp. Sig.
(2-sided)

Pearson Chi-Square

4.722a

6

.580

Likelihood Ratio

5.647

6

.464

Linear-by-Linear Association

. 102

1

.749

N of Valid Cases

127

The relationship between ethnicity and final

disposition was tested. This test showed that a total of
66.1 percent of the children returned to their parents or

caregiver, regardless of their ethnicity. This 66.1
percent consisted on 64.9 percent of the African American

children, 58.3 percent of the Hispanic children, and 76.5
percent of the Caucasian children. A total of 11.8
percent of all of the children were adopted, 3.9 percent

placed in guardianship, and 18.1 percent remained in

long-term foster care (Table 9).
A chi-square test was conducted to see if there was

any statistical significance for the relationship between
ethnicity and final disposition of the child. The

chi-square showed that there was no statistical
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significance when correlating ethnicity and final
disposition (Table 10).

Data Interpretation

Is there Over Representation?
The data clearly shows that there is an over
representation of African American children who were

removed from their parents or caregivers in the 92404 zip

code during the year 2005. African Americans only made up
20.17 percent of the total population in the 92404 zip

code but they represented 47.0 percent of the children
removed from their parents and caregivers in that same
zip code during the year 2005. The question then becomes

why this is. The literature would suggest that poverty,

substance abuse, length of incarceration of parents, and
cultural insensitivity of social workers would be factors

that would contribute to this issue. While the data
showed there was no significance between the ethnic
groups with the length of stay in foster care and the

outcome for these children the data collected and
analyzed in this study suggest the opposite when

examining the issues of substance abuse and

incarceration.
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Due to the limitations of this study the researcher

was unable to accurately access the income status of the

families represented in the sample. It was also

impossible to assess the cultural sensitivity of the
social worker in this particular study.

Rates of Incarceration and Substance Abuse
In this study the findings show that substance abuse
and incarceration were not factors that increased the

number of African American children removed and placed in
foster care. In fact, the opposite was shown. African
Americans had the lowest rate of incarceration and

substance abuse allegations than any other group
represented in the sample.

Effect' of Ethnicity on Length of Stay and Final
Disposition
The data demonstrated that there was a significant

relationship between ethnicity and length of stay in

foster care and ethnicity and the final disposition of
the children.

Hispanic children had the highest mean for numbers

of days in foster care at a mean of 508.6944. The mean
for length of stay for African American children was

significantly less at 391.5965. Caucasian children were
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in the middle with a mean of 431.3824. These numbers

suggest that African American children, although over
represented in foster care, will spend fewer days in out
of home placement than the other two groups.

The most frequent outcome was for children to be

returned to their parents. There were a few who were
adopted or placed in guardianships. There was a small

group that ended up in long term foster care: 11 (19.3%)
African American children, 5 (14.7%) Caucasian children,
and 7 (19.4%) Hispanic children
While it is a positive finding that parents and

caregivers were able to overcome whatever barriers

necessary to regain custody of their children there was

still group of children who were lost to the foster care

system and will probably remain there until they reach
the age of 18.

Implications of Findings for Micro
and Macro Practice
This study, as well as pervious studies, has shown

that improvement needs to take place in the way that
child welfare cases are handled.

Disproportionality within the child welfare system
has presented as a nationwide problem. There have been
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attempts to address this issue on a macro level. Many
states and counties have implemented specialized programs

in an attempt to address issues within disproportionality
and over representation within their departments.

There have been ethnic and cultural sensitivity
trainings that have became mandatory for social workers.
The hope is that these trainings will change the way that

social workers work with families.
One of the values mentioned in the NASW code of

ethics is self determination. While it is the child

welfare social worker's job to protect children, it is
also their job to promote families. Families need to be

empowered with the tools needed to adequately provide and

cared for their children. There appears to be a need for
education within communities about the services and

resources that are available. If families are able to

access services within their community, such has adequate
housing, parenting programs, medical and mental health

service, issues that lead to families being reported to
child welfare agencies may be reduced.
The research presented may indicate that there is a

lacking in social workers performance or cultural and
ethnic insensitivity. This may mean that there is a need
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for more training in this area and there needs to be some

way to measure the outcomes and effectiveness of the

trainings.
It would be unfair to place the blame entirely on
the social workers working in child welfare. There are

much larger issues that affect families becoming involved
with the child welfare system. Things like poverty and
the way that society views race and culture will
influence who is reported to child welfare. It is at that
point that social workers need to be equipped with the

skills to assess what would be most appropriate for that
family and to discuss with the family what they feel they

need to be successful in their parenting.

Implications for Further Research
The researcher wanted to gather information to see

if there were differences among the circumstances of the

racial groups that lead to African American children
being over represented in foster care. This study brought

forth more questions than answers. There needs to be more

in depth research conducted on this issue. These findings
lead to a desire for further research to determine what
were the factors that lead to these children not being
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able to return home and were the factors that lead to
over representation something that could be accurately

measured?

With the finding of this study suggesting that

substance abuse and incarceration did not directly lead
to over representation the question then becomes why so
many African American children were being removed from

their parents or caregivers in the sample group? Could it

be that there is a higher rate of neglect among African
Americans? Do they have higher rates of being reported to

Department of Children's Services, and if so why? The
findings of this study brought forth more questions than
answers. Due to the time factor the researcher was unable
to do a more in depth study to uncover what the actual

cause of over representation and disproportion of African

American children in foster care.
Another indicator that there is a further need for

research in this area is the way social workers document
services being offered to their clients. While collecting
data it was observed that specific services offered to

families were not mentioned in most of the files reviewed
for data collection. The question arose could this be

apart of the issues? Is it that families are not
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receiving services that are relevant to their specific

situations, whether it be cultural or otherwise? It would
be naive to believe that one's culture would not play a

part in the way that one rears and interacts with their

children. Whether it is the documentation of the social

worker or providing more appropriate services to clients
it was clear that some changes need to be made.

Summary
In chapter four the researcher presented the data
gathered during the study and provided and analysis of

that data. An interpretation of the data was then
discussed while the implications for social work

practice, on a micro and macro level, were identified
along with a discussion of implications for further

research in this area.
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CHAPTER FIVE
TERMINATION AND FOLLOW UP
Introduction

In chapter five the plan for communicating the
findings to the study site and the participants is
discussed. How the study is terminated, and what the on

going relationship with the study participants and

research site is also discussed.
Communicating Findings to Study Site
and Study Participants

A written report was prepared and there was an
arranged meeting to present the findings of the research

to the Department of Children's Services and agencies
within the community that work with the department to

assure the best interest of the children that the

department serves. The research findings will also become

apart of the training for cultural competence that the

county has yearly for its employees. The findings of the
research will also be presented at the California State

University San Bernardino. Management, supervisors, as
well as department staff received an invitation to come
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to the university to see the researcher's presentation of
the research findings.

Unfortunately the researcher will not be able to
present the findings of the study to the participants.
For confidentiality reasons the researcher was unable to

meet or speak with any of the participants and all of the

information gathered was secondary data. The study will
be available for review at the library at California
State University San Bernardino. Anyone interested in the

findings of the study have the opportunity to review it
there.

Termination of Study

Termination of this study involved preparing a
written report of the research process and findings as
well as reporting the findings to the Department of

Children's Services and California State University San
Bernardino, Department of Social Work in the form of a

presentation.

Termination of relationships with the sample group
did not take place because the sample group consisted of
case files.
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Ongoing Relationship with Study Participants
There will not be an ongoing relationship with the

participants of the research sample. There was no

actually face to face or phone contact with any of the

individuals who were involved in any of the cases
reviewed.
There will be a continued relationship with the
management, supervisors and staff of the Department of

Children's Services because the department employs the

researcher. The context of the relationship will return
to employee and employer relations.

Summary
Chapter five discussed how the finding would be

presented to the research site, how the study would be
terminated, and what would be the nature of the ongoing

relationship with the study site and participants.
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APPENDIX

DATA EXTRACTION SHEET
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Data Extraction Sheet

CASE NUMBER:_________________
Date of referral:___________________
Gender of the child:________________
(Male-1, Female-2)

Ethnicity of the clients:_____________
Ethnicity

Code

African American (Black)

1

Caucasian (White)

2

Hispanic

3

Other

4

Allegations alleged in the referral that lead to removal

Code

Allegation
General Neglect

1

Severe Neglect

2

Caretaker incapacity/caretaker absences

3

Physical abuse

4

Sexual abuse

5

Sibling at risk

6

Emotional abuse

7
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Were there allegations of drug/alcohol use by the parent/caregiver?____________
(No-l, Yes-2)

What is the family’s source of income?__________
(Employeed-1, TANF-2, SSI-3, Other-4)
Is one or more of the parent(s)/caregiver(s) incarcerated at the time of the removal of
the child?_________
(No-l, Yes-2)

Were services offered to the family before removal?___________
(No-l, Yes-2)

Were reunification services offered to the parents/caregiver?___________
(No-l, Yes-2)
Did parent(s) complete their case plan?__________
(No-l, Yes-2)

Which of the following were required in the family’s case plan for
reunification?_____________________
Service

Code

Service

Code

Parenting Classes

1

Obtain a Job

5

Substance Abuse Treatment

2

Anger Management

6

Mental Health Services

3

Domestic Violence Classes

7

Counseling

8

Locate & Secure Stable Housing 4

Upon removal where was the child placed?__________
Parents

Relatives

NREFM

Foster
Family

FFA

Group
Home

Other

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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How long was the child in out of home placement?____________
Less than 6 months

6 to 12 months

12 to 18 months

LTFC

1

2

3

4

As of the' date of collection of this data the child is where?_________

Returned to parent(s)

Adoption

Guardianship

LTFC

1

2

3

4

NOTES:______________________________________________________________

53

REFERENCES
Cottman, M. (2006,January 17). Black children in Texas'
foster care fare worse than other, study say.
Retrieved November 24, 2006, from
http://www.tomj oyner.com/site.aspx/bawnews/
fostercareOl18

Courtney, M., & Skyles, A. (2003). Racial
disprportianlity in the child welfare system.
Children and Youth Services Review, 25(5/6),
355-358.

Department of Children's Service. (2006). Family to
family fact sheet. Retrieved on June 10, 2008 from
http://hss.co.sanbernardino .ca.us/dcs/
departmentinfo/New_Initiatives/F2F/docs/
Rev_F2F_FactSheet_SBCity.pdf
Ellis-Macleod, E., Ganger, W., Johnson, I., Landsverk,
J., Lu, Y. E., & Newton, R. (2004). Race, ethnicity
and case outcomes in child protective services.
Children and Youth Services Review, 26(5), 447-461.

Green, B. L., Rockhill, A., & Furrer, C. (2007). Does
substance abuse treatment make a difference for
child welfare case outcomes? A statewide
longitudinal analysis. Children and Youth Services
Review, 29(A), 460-473.
Hallissy, E. (1995, June 2). Grand jury sees foster care
bias harsh report in Contra Costa. San Francisco
Chronicle.

Harris, M. S., & Hackett, W. (2007). Decision points in
child welfare: An action research model to address
disproportionality. Children and Youth Services
Review, In Press, Corrected Proof, Available online
3 October 2007.

Hayward, A., & DePhanfilis, D. (2007). Foster children
with and incarcerated parent: Predicators of
reunification. Children and Youth Services Review,
29(10), 1320-1334.

54

Jefferson Smith, C., & Devore, W. (2004). African
American children in the child welfare and kinship
system: from exclusion to over inclusion. Children
and Youth Services Review, 26(5), 427-446.
Jewell, S. (2003). Survival of the African American
family: The institutional impact of U.S. social
policy. Westport, CT: Greenwood Publishing Group.
McDonald, R. (2009). Black children in foster care.
Retrieved May 30, 2009 from
http://www.bellaonline.com/articles/art351 .asp

McRoy, R. (2005). Expedited Permanency: Implications for
African American Children and Families. 12 Virginia
Journal of Social Policy and Law, 475-489, 477-481.
Moffatt, P. G., & Thoburn, J. (2001). Outcome of
permanent family placement for children of minority
ethnic origin. Child & Family Social Work, 6(1),
13-21.

Morris,, T. (2006). Social Work Research Methods: Four
Alternative Paradigms. Thousand Oaks: Sage.
Pierce, R. L., & Pierce, L. H. (1996). Moving toward
cultural competence in the child welfare system.
Children and Youth Services Review, 18(8), 713-731.

Pyter, L. (2008) . How race, poverty, foster care are
connected. Journal Sentinel Online. Retrieved May
30, 2009 from http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/
36703034.html
Stoltzfus, E. (2005). Race/Ethnicity and child welfare.
Retrieved November 2, 2006, from
http://www.cwla.org/programs/culture/
memo050825race.pdf
Wulczyn, F. (2003). Closing the gap: Are changing exit
patterns reducing the time African American children
spend in foster care relative to Caucasian
children?. Children and Youth Service Review,
25(5/6), 431-462.

55

Zastrow, C., & Kirst-Ashman, K. (2006). Understanding
Human Behavior and the Social Environment. Belmont,
CA: Cengage Learning.

56

